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Dedication 


Dedicated to the 

Medical Officers-in-Command of the United State 
Naval Special Hospital, Sun Valley, Idaho. 

John T. O’Connell, Capt. (MC) USN 
Alfred L. Clifton, Capt. (MC) USN 
Franklin C. Hill, Capt. (MC) USN 
Alfred J. Toulon, Capt. (MC) USN 





T HE CLOSING of Sun Valley as a Navy activity would ordinarily be 
cause for feelings of deep regret and sad thoughts of leaving a place 
that has meant a delightful home to many of us, both staff and pati- 
ents, were it not significant of the fact that the long hard struggle is 
over and that many of us will return to our real homes and again take up 
the pursuits of a peaceful life, justly won. 

In looking over the history of the two and one-half years during which 
Sun Valley has operated as a Naval Hospital, there can rightfully come to 
members of the staff a deep sense of satisfaction for work accomplished, 
and to patients who have been fortunate enough to have completed their 
convalescence here, a feeling of appreciation for the results obtained. To 
those few who have felt dissatisfaction, we hope in years to come they may 
look back and remember moments of happiness and feel that the staff 
always had their interests at heart. 

In farewell let me express my appreciation and thanks for the conscientious 
and efficient performance of duty and the loyalty of all personnel, both 
commissioned and enlisted, the Field Director of the American Red Cross 
and her staff, the local U. S. 0. and Civic Organizations, and the civil 
employees of both Navy and Union Pacific Railroad. The work performed 
and the results accomplished merit a real Navy “Well done.” 

ALFRED J. TOULON 

Commanding Officer 
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I N THIS, the final issue of the Sun Valley Sage, I wish to express two 
points. 

First, to the staff and patients at the hospital, I wish to extend my 
sincere thanks for a job well done. To maintain a set course toward a 
definite objective, many hours of work, much of it overtime, and with- 
out protest, have been expected of us and the expectation attained. The 
cheerful cooperation of patients in the rehabilitation program is also a 
satisfaction to all of us who have participated. Finding the patient with 
an arm cast acting as messenger and the leg cast case folding bandages 
for the operating room denotes a healthy condition. 

Secondly, it is my sincere hope that during our sojourn here each of us has 
found some new interest or revived an old interest which in some way has 
caused us to wonder whether we should not add something to our future 
plans. Perhaps it has been an appreciation of the natural beauties of the 
mountains and valleys; perhaps it is a newly revived interest in outdoor 
sports and activities. Certainly it should mean, in addition, the gaining 
of new friends and acquaintances. May this friendship be life-long. If 
our living here has caused us to re-evaluate our lives, possibly discard some 
ideas and draw upon others to round out our aims, then each of us has 
enriched our lives by our stay in Sun Valley. 


D. C. MARCHAND 

Executive Officer 
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Today, thousands of servicemen and ex-servicemen remember Sun 
Valley, in peacetime Union Pacific’s colorful resort, as the haven the 
United States Navy provided for them when they were in the final pro- 
cesses of rehabilitating bruised and battered bodies and readying weary 
minds for return to active duty or civilian status. 

Commissioned by the Navy as a hospital on 1 July 1943 under the, 
command of Captain J. T. O’Connell, Sun Valley ministered to the physical 
and mental wounds of 6578 Naval and Marine patients. These men had 
seen action all the way from the early memorable battles of Corregidor, 
Coral Sea, Midway, and Guadalcanal to the final bloody stands on Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa before Japanese capitulation. 

The rehabilitation of men who had faced the bitterest of fighting 
on Pacific battlefronts called for many and varied types of treatment. 
Medical care fell into three categories: medicine, surgery, and neuro- 

psychiatry in the milder forms of Combat Fatigue. Doctors, surgeons and 
psychiatrists pooled their knowledge to help the patients speed recovery. 

Perhaps one of the most prevalent types of diseases or disorders 
treated at Sun Valley was that of Combat Fatigue. Any man W'ho has 
served aboard our combat ships in time of war in the Atlantic or Pacific 
Oceans can understand why a person who has participated in several Naval 
or Marine engagements needs a period of quiet and rest. At Sun Valley 
this type of patient received carefully supervised attention from an excel- 
lent neuro-psychiatric staff. Sun Valley was one of the few hospitals which 
successfully used group therapy for combat fatigue patients. 

Medicine, surgery, and neuro-psychiatry were vital parts of our 
Convalescent Hospital, but many other departments and factors entered 
into a man’s treatment before he was once again fitted to take his place 
in military or civilian life. 

Educational Services gave him a chance to browse through the books 
he may have knowm in high school or college. Occupational Therapy fur- 



The formal commissioning of Sun Valley in the service of the United States took place 
on 1 July 1943. Present were Captain J. T. O'Connell, Captain F. M. Rohow, United 
States Senator John Thomas of Idaho, J. Cramer, mayor of Hailey, and representa- 
tives of civilian and service organizations. 
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nished machines and molds so that he could again make use of his creative 
instincts. At Ship’s Service, the man who had been away from the States 
and the corner Drug Store could at long last order his favorite sundae 
or milkshake. Physical Fitness gave corrective exercises to add new zip 
to injured or little-used muscles, and Physio-Therapy worked marvels in 
the art of massage. Kindly chaplains lent an understanding ear to the 
patients and administered spiritual guidance. And next door, at Red Cross, 
one could always find a cheerful, homey atmosphere. 

Behind the scenes, diligently burrowing into the miles and miles of 
red tape which accompany any large organization, the Executive Offices, 
Personnel, Disbursing, Property and Accounting, and Maintenance busily 
pursued the affairs of state. 

San Francisco and New York City liberties may have been non- 
existent at Sun Valley, but the ladies of Ketchum, Hailey, Bellevue, Sho- 
shone, Carey, and Twin Falls USO’s did all they could to brighten the time 
men spent off the compound. 

The natural resources of Sun Valley offered the enterprising patient 
a wide variety of self-made recreational activities. To augment these the 
Welfare and Recreation Department promoted tournaments, athletic events, 
dances, plays, movies, and ski lift rides, and furnished various types of 
sports and recreational equipment so that All Hands might enjoy the 
seasonal attractions. 

With winter came skiing. Sailors and Marines who had previously 
known only the concrete canyons of New York or the level prairies of 
the midwest discovered the thrill of the hickory on snow. In March 1945 
a Ski Carnival featured such famous skiers as Alf and Cory Engen and Sepp 
Benedickter, in addition to corpsmen Don Paige, Sammy Winn, Bud Dillon 
and Ollie Oliver. 

The winter season also saw powerful Navy baskteball teams ruling 
the hardwoods. The Sailors, in 1944, won nine basketball games, and in 
1945 Sun Valley concluded a highly successful season by winning 44-37 
over Gowen Air Field, who up to meeting the Valleyites were undefeated 
in thirteen starts. 

Spring brought the fishermen out in full force. Alex Rahm, S 1/c, 
won the 1945 contest with an eight-pound, 27-inch fish. Staff corpsman Ed 
Tucker came in under the wire to cop second. 

Golf was another of the summer’s activities. Roger Barendrick and 
Don Eff ruled the links, finishing one-two in the tournament. Matches were 
played with Army and civilian teams from Boise, Mountain Home and Twin 
Falls. Baseball, softball, swimming, skeet, archery, tennis and ice skating 
completed the summer’s sports. 

Fall brought bowling and football, and of coure hunting. Deer, ducks 
and pheasant helped many a sailor eke out his red points. 

The old Opera House did yeoman duty in entertaining patients and 
staff. In addition to nightly movies and bi-weekly USO shows, three all- 
Navy shows were staged there. “This is the Navy” featured Chief Johns, 
Pete Killam and Dot Casey, Frank Asbury, Jack Strand and Skip Erhardt. 
Katherine Boyd, Genevieve Burton and Bonnie Boucher were also hits 
of the show. “Navy Daze”, with most of the same cast followed. The third 
all-Navy show, in the fall of 1945, was produced by officer-patient Paul 
Armstrong. 

Then there was the Ice Follies, staged in August, 1944. Audrey Peppe, 
lovely Olympic Champion, was starred, assisted by corpsmen Pete Killam 
and Ray LeBrecque, and the Moedl sisters. Another ice show, also a success, 
followed within a month. In August 1945, a water carnival was produced 
in the Lodge Pool by Chief A. F. Sanders and Miss Kay Finlayson, in which 
a chorus of nurses, corpsmen and patients was featured. 

The USO shows, an Army show “Egg in Your Beer”, and countless 
holiday picnics and hayrides complete the story of recreation. 

These few paragraphs meagerly trace the Navy’s two and a half 
years at Sun Valley. The real history of Sun Valley in war time is written 
in the minds and bodies which were mended in the sky-high Sawtooths. 
And most of all, it’s written in the memories of the sailors and marines 
who made it their home. 
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Hospitals mean anesthetics and sterile oper- 
ating rooms .... a cast is removed . . . . 
“Open wide, please!” .... Psychiatric con- 
sultation in doctor’s office. . . . 
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Orthopedic injuries are treated in the Physio-therapy Depart- 
ment. . . a Teca bath. . . massages . . . the physio staff headed 
by Lt. (j.g.) Marie Czwalinski ... a little mechano-therapy. . . 
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Hobby Lobby .... an amputee receives ad- 
vice from Ens. Emily Aquino .... bikes just 
like new .... interior furnishings to order. . . 





Page 8 — The Sun Valley Sage. 






en/ices 


Lt. (j.g.) E. Gordon Collister, Educational Services Officer, 
mapping out a little Berlin strategy . . . 


Corpsman A1 Schaefer down in the Photo Lab 
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Most sailors have more to do with the Personnel Office than with any other department. 
A section of the department, headed by Ens Frank Sorger, is seen here. 
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The Disbursing Office, headed by Lt. (j.g.) Suzanne E. Scott, is the center 
of the most important factor in Navy life — pay. 
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The Welfare Department 
gang poses in front of 
their new home . . . 



The gear room issues 
everything from archery 
sets to record players. . . 



Sun Valley’s Wefare & Recreation basketball team which amassed 
a total of 329 points while holding their opponents to 139 in 
winning the Compound Championship. Back row— Lt. John Gill, Lt. 
Jasper Yeomans, David Lumsden BM2/C, Albert Hobbs AOM3/c; front 
row — Chaplain Carlton Mitchell, Ensign Lawton Osborn, Ensign Ver- 
non Crites, and Lt. O. R. Barnes. 
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Focus of all hospital activity was the Reha- 
bilitation Program Under the direction, first 
of Dr. T. J. Canty and later of Dr. V. G. 
Backman, it had for its purpose the restora- 
tion of the injured sailor to full participation 
in naval or civilian life. Work and play were 
the means employed to that end. 
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Pfc. Bob Liday receives 
the Bronze Star . . . 
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Timmie, beloved Sun Val- 
ley pet, is received into 
the Marine Corps by 
Corp. Russell A. Chrest. . 



Forever Amber, a pet 
with her namesake’s 
morals, has kittens. . . 




Patients and staff go “all 
out” on a War Bond 
Drive. . . 





The long and short of it 
. . . Hall Allen, Sl/c, and 
David France, S2/c. . . 
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Hosts to the Navy were Union Pacific Officials W. P. (Pat) Rogers and Edward F. Seagle. . . 
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Trail Creek Lodge, where Naval Officers 
found many hours of pleasure. . . 
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Staff, 

Welfare Officer Lieut, 
(j.g.) E. A. Dorow. . . 





Page 26 — The Sun Valley Sage 








The apprehensive type. . . The over-confident type... The athletic approach. . . 
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Staff Office 


CAPTAIN ALFRED J. TOULON, (MC), USN 
Medical Officer in Command 

CAPTAIN D. C. MARCHAND, (MC), USN (Ret.) 
Executive Officer 


Commander Jesse B. Griffith, MC, USNR 

(Detached) 

Commander Vernal G. Backman, MC(S), USNR 

(Detached) 

Commander Claude R. Bruner, MC(S), USNR 

(Detached) 

Commander Charles H. Mead, MC, USNR 
Lt. Comdr. Joseph P. Thornton, MC(S), USNR 

(Detached) 

Lt. Comdr. Vincent T. Lathbury, MC, USNR 

(Detached) 

Lt. Comdr. Walter D. Westinghouse, MC(S), USNR 

Lt. Comdr. Luther C. Thompson, MC, USNR 

Lt. Comdr. Richard C. Smith, MC(S), USNR 

Lt. Comdr. Sidney Squires, DC, USNR 

Lt. Comdr. Joseph E. Teitelbaum, MC, USN 

Lt. Comdr. Frank J. Dobias, ChC(S), USNR 

. (Detached) 

Lieutenant Jack L. Tedrow, MC, USNR 

(Detached) 

Lieutenant Howard F. Kuhn, MC, USNR 

(Detached) 

Lieutenant Oscar L. Etheridge, (HC), USN 

(Detached) 

Lieutenant Orville R. Barnes, (D), USNR 
Lieutenant Charles D. Todd, (HC) , USNR 

(Detached) 

Lieutenant John G. Conzelman, (S), USNR 

(Detached) 

Lieut, (j.g.) Edward G. Collister (D) L, USNR 
Lieut, (j.g.) Suzanne Scott, SC(W), USNR 
Lieut, (j.g.) Roberta A. Woods, (W) USNR 

(Detached) 

Lieut, (j.g.) Carl W. Herrick, ChC, USNR 

(Detached) 

Lieut, (j.g.) Marie L. Czwalinski, H (W), USNR 
Lieut, (j.g.) George J. Colasuonno, (D) L, USNR 
Lieut, (j.g.) Charles A. Bulla, ChC, USNR 
Lieut, (j.g.) Carlton Turner Mitchell, ChC, USNR 
Lieut, (j.g.) Barney A. Cull, (HC), USN 
Ensign Rosemary Seiler, (W) USNR 
Ensign Marie A. Aquino, H (W) , USNR 
Ensign Frank J. Sorger, (HC), USN 
Ch Pharm. David Freeman, (HC) , USNR 

(Detached) 

Pharmacist M. F. Huston, USN 
Pharmacist M. H. Norman, USN 


Pharmacist Alfonso Litherland, USN 
Pharmacist Orville Summers, USN 

(Detached) 

Pharmacist Theodore D. Merchant, USN 
Pharmacist Christian H. Harper, USN 
Pharmacist William T. Sims, USN 
Pharmacist Clifford C. Kohl, USN 

Course Corps 

Anna L. Welsko, Lt. (NC) USN 
Eda L. Stuart, Lt. (NC) USNR 
Ora L. Smith, It. (NC) USNR 
Ellen M. Van Liere, Lt. (NC) USN 
Inis E. Gore, Lt. (NC) USNR 
Jeannett B. Delauretis, Lt. (NC) USN 
Mary E. Lawther, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USN 
Pace M. Rocchi, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USNR 
Francis B. Primerano, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USNR 
Helen L. Harstad, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USN 
Helena B. Rackerby, Lt. (j-.g.) (NC) USNR 
Mildred L. Long, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USNR 
Ruth M. Siessel, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USNR 
Betty M. Santieu, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USNR 
Ann M. O’Connor, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USNR 
Mary C. Meine, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USNR 
Eleonore L. Higgins, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USNR 
Ruth N. Booth, Lt. (j.g.) (NC) USNR 
Lillie F. Hanson, Ensign (NC) USNR 
Jeanette A. Oines, Ensign (NC) USNR 
Katy A. Hacker, Ensign (NC) USNR 
Doris M. Oetting, Ensign (NC) USNR 
Cora E. Hays, Ensign (NC) USNR 
Nelda I. Olmsted, Ensign (NC) USNR 
A. Teresa Butler, Ensign (NC) USN 
Edna 0. Krummert, Ensign (NC) USNR 

Ofmerican Cross 

. Laurice Hopland Kay Finlayson 

• Marguerite Hamon Virginia Booth 

Betty Romney 
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Alderman, Willie J., HA2/c 
Ames, John L., Sp(A)l/c 
Anderson, Paul L., HAl/c 
Anderson, Rex. R., Bkrl/c 
Applegate, Harry A., PhM3/c 
Arbaugh, Robert L., HAl/c 
Ash, James W., HA2/c 

Bachler, Dane C., HAl/c 
Baker, John C., PhM3/c 
Barendrick, Roger E., PhM3/c 
Barnette, Waymon E., Bkr2/c 
Bath, Carl F., PhM2/c 
Beck, Edward W., HA2/c 
Beckley, Donald C., HAl/c 
Benkowski, Alex (n), PhM3/c 
Berge, Werner (n), HA2/c 
Bird, Daniel S., HAl/c 
Bohrer, Donald E., HAl/c 
Bolden, Edward W., StM3/c 
Bonner, James J., PhM3/c 
Bouchard, Richard E., HAl/c 
Bozony, Milan P., PhM2/c 
Breeden, Anna N., HAl/c 
Brooks, Julian P., HAl/c 
Brown, Edward G., CPhM 
Bryant, Percy (n), StM2/c 
Burkey, Ray W., SCB2/C 
Butler, Harry L., PhM3/c 
Byrne, Clarence L., HA2/C 

Callier, Manuel (n) Jr., SSMB/c 
Cappiella, Ellen J. L., HAl/c 
Carlyon, Kenneth C., CSKD 
Cauley, Samuel (n), StMl/c 
Chambers, John B. D., HA2/c 
Christian, George 0., SC2/c 
Claussen, Charles T., HAl/c 
Cohen, Richard A., HAl/c 
Cook, Nannie K., PhM3/c 
Cook, Glenn F., FhM3/c 
Copeland, Louis (n) Jr., HA2/c 
Cowburn, Harry M., PhM2/c 
Cross, George H. Jr., StMl/c 
Crow, Mary J., PhM3/c 
Chrest, Russell A., PFC. 

Dammeyer, LeRoy A., HAl/c 
Davis, Bruce A., Cox 
Davis, Lawrence E., PhM3/c 
Day, Melvin E., PhM3/c 
Demay, Richard E., HAl/c 
Denzler, George J. Jr., PhM3/c 
Dieli, Salvatore (n), HA2/c 
Dillingham, O’Neil V., PhM2/c 
Dingledine, Robert L., HA2/c 
Donahue, Gerald E., HAl/c 

Ellis, Harold E., HA2/c 
Englehardt, Kenneth J., HA2/c 

Farrington, Jack E., PhM2/c 
Felts, James E., SCl/c 
Fisher, John C., HAl/c 
Flechtner, Paul H., PhM3/c 
Friedman, Rose (n), PhM3/c 
Fugit, Earl R., HA2/c 

Gajewski, David R., PhM3/c 
Gant, James A., Bkr2/c 



Gaudette, Oliver J. Jr., HAl/c 
Giddens, Moses (n), StMl/c 
Gifford, Jack E., HAl/c 
Giguere, James A., HAl/c 
Gleekel, Alvin (n), PhM3/c 

Hanley, Joseph G., HAl/c 
Halleran, Frank M., PhM3/c 
Hanson, William B., PhM3/c 
Harris, Grant E., PhM3/c 
Haupts, Donald W., HAl/c 
Hawes, Dee A., PhM3/c 
Hawthorne, Charles E., PhM3/'c 
Hay, Everett A. Jr., PhMl/c 
Hicks, William W. Jr., HAl/c 
Hilliard, Richard “C,” StMl/c 
Hoffman, Arnold J., PhM3/c 
Hoffman, George W., HAl/c 
Hohl, Richard W., HAl/c 
Hollman, Albert L., PhM2/c 
Hooper, Austin K., PhM3/c 

Ikner, Comra (n), StMl/c 
lngland, Allen W., SCl/c 
Ingram, Simon L., StMl/c 

Jacobs, John H., StM2/c 
Johnson, Carl D., HAl/c 
Johnson, Robert D., PhM2/c 
Jones, Elmer E., PhM3/c 
Jones, Wiley (n), StMl/c 

Kamas, George (n), HAl/c 
Kavanaugh, Leo M., HAl/c 
Kemp, Clay E., HAl/c 
Kendera, William P., HAl/c 
Kimber, Gerald W., HAl/c 
Klima, John (n) Jr., PhM3/c 
Knott, James L., PhM3/c 
Knox, Clarence F. Jr., HAl/c 
Koch, Edwin C., HA2/C 
Koller, Claire E., SK2/c 
Kolodziej, Henry F., SC3/c 
Krastin, Rudolph A., CMoMM 
Kubat, Martha L., HAl/c 
Kubera, Richard C., HA2/c 

Langer, Herbert R., PhM3/c 
Libkie, Rose H., SKD3/C 
Logan, Jack B., PhM3/c 
Luley, Frank J., Sp(S)l/c 

Manno, Fortunato L. E., HAl/c 
Manuel, Guy L., CPhM 
Marchel, Henry (n), HAl/c 
Martin, Ralph W., PhM3/c 
Mattli, Anthony P. Jr., HAl/c 
McCall, William H., HAl/c 
McCarty, Eugene E., Cox 
McCauley, Clarence V., PhM3/c 
McCollum, Wilson K., PhM2/c 
McKinney, Mary L., SK3/c 
McMorris, Welton (n), SC2/c 
McNabb, Vernon K., SCl/c 
Meredith, Carl J. Jr., PhM2/c 
Merker, Lois A., PhM2/c 
Miklaszewski, Antoinette A., HAl/c 
Miles, Winfred B., StMl/c 
Miller, Elbert W., SKD2/c 
Miller, Merle A., PhM3/c 


Mills, Natalie D., MaM2/c 
Murdock, Perry K. Jr., PhM2/c 
Murray, Kenneth B., PhM2/c 
Murrin, Lester E., HAl/c 

Nelson, Calvin V. Jr., StMl/c 
Newman, Henry A., StMl/c 

O’Brien, Eileen F., PhM2/c 
Oliver, Stewart L., PhM3/c 
Owen, Walter N. SKl/c 
Osterhaus, Wessel W., 1st Sgt. 

Parker, Graham L. Jr., CPhM 
Patrick, Lucien L., MaM2/c 
Patrick, Maxwell C., PhM3/c 
Paul, Norman (n), PhMl/c 
Perry, Glen (n), StMl/c 
Phillips, William C., StMl/c 
Pope, James B., SC2/c 
Prescott, Thomas (n), Sp(A)2/c 
Prout, Ross W. Jr., PhM3/c 

Ramsey, Dorothy H., PhM3/c 
Redeemer, Willie T., StMl/c 
Ren wick, Meredeth E., HAl/c 
Reynolds, John R. Jr., HA2/c 
Robinson, J. C., SC3/c 
Ronckevic, Frank B., SSMT2/C 
Russ, Henry J., StM2/c 

Saffrin, Samuel B., PhM2/c 
Saunders, Calvin D., StM2/c 
Savelberg, Harry H., PhMl/c 
Schoewe, Rudolph C., HAl/c 
Senay, William C., HA2/c 
Shannon, Joseph E., HAl/c 
Sherbin, Jacob (n), HA2/c 
Shureb, Walter G., SK2/c 
Silverman, Eleanor R., Sl/c 
Silverstein, William A., HAl/c 
Sims, Jessie L., StM2/c 
Sinitz, John H., PhM3/c 
Smith, Carole J., HAl/c 
Spangler, Lewis T., CPhM 
Sparks, Englert (n), PhM2/c 
Spewachek, Donald T., HAl/c 
Stark, Glenn C., PhM2/c 
Stephens, Carl E., HAl/c 
Stoner, John C., HAl/c 
Sullivan, John R., HAl/c 
Tucker, Edmond D. Jr., PhM3/c 
Turner, Wilson (n), SC2/c 
Valrey, Otis (n), StMl/c 
Vandenberg, Donald J., PhM2/c 
Varner, Charles R. Jr., HAl/c 
Vines, Sanford (n), HA2/c 
Washington, Joseph (n), SC2/c 
Watkins, Ray B., HAl/c 
Wegand, Max H., HA2/c 
Wiese, Gail A.,- PhM2/c 
Wiley, Henry C., PhM2/c 
Williams, Carl G., PhM3/c 
Williams, Charles R., HA2/c 
Wilson, Walter (n), StMl/c 
Wine, Homer F., PhM2/c 
Woodburn, Kenneth R., HA2/c 
Zarecky, Albert H., CPhM 
Zimmerman, Harley W., Sp(S)2/c 
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